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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,11 and 21 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-28 and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Picco et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,029,045) in view of Khoo et al. (US Pre Grant 
Pub. 2002/0152465) and Moshfeghi et al. (US Pat. 6,076,166). 

Regarding Claim 1, Picco discloses a method comprising allowing the use of 
content (Col. 4, Lines 51-54) on a content receiver (See Figure 4 and Col. 5, Lines 
10-16), collecting information about a characteristic of the receiver (Col. 6, Lines 34- 
37, Col. 10, Lines 58-62 and Col. 11, Lines 9-13) and providing that information to a 
remove processor-based system (Col. 7, Lines 6-26). The information is used to 
select, from an advertising database (Col 6, Line 57 - Col. 7, Line 6), an advertising 
subset that is based on the characteristic of the receiver (Col. 7, Lines 28-32). The 
receiver receives the advertising subset and selectively chooses Ads from the 
subset for storage (Co1. 7, Lines 35-61 and Col. 8, Lines 7-16) and automatically 
interrupts the use of content to temporarily replace the content with an 
advertisement (Co1. 6, Lines 23-31 and Col. 8, Lines 19-39) 
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Picco teaches the step of collecting characteristic about the user preferences 
at the receiver and is silent about collecting information about at least one of 
hardware and software present on the receiver, obtaining a subset listing of 
advertising resources and guidelines for distributing advertising materials on the 
receiver, wherein the advertisements are chosen from the listing based on the 
characteristic of the receiver, stored on the receiver and played upon interrupting a 
media content in response to detecting a pause in content. 

Examiner takes official notice that it was well known at the time of the 
invention to use avails in the form of a blank screen (i.e. detect a "pause" in content) 
to indicate placement for ads. 

Khoo further discloses the step of a database of advertising resources 
generating a customized media listing of advertising resources and guidelines (i.e. 
customization derived from user's personal profile) for distributing advertising 
materials on the receiver. Khoo further teaches the step of downloading the media 
files indicated in the listing for subsequent presentation to the user. See abstract. 
Khoo therefore teaches the step of downloading only list of advertising resources 
and guidelines in accordance with a viewer preference, wherein only the a subset of 
advertisements are downloaded (i.e. captured and stored) to the receiver. 

Moshfeghi discloses a method of personalization of content (customization of 
web pages based on user's preferences as well as user's receiver characteristics) at 
user end by collecting information about the hardware and software (i.e. user's 
computer environment) on the receiver as part of user profile information. See 
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Moshfeghi: column 1 , lines 42-58. Moshfeghi therefore discloses the step of 
selectively downloading files based on a receiver's characteristic. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Picco in view of Khoo's and Moshfeghi's teachings 
by obtaining a list of customized media, downloading selectively files from the 
customized list that match the characteristic of the receiver, and interrupt the content 
when a pause is detected to present the advertisement to the user. The motivation 
is to present advertisements that are in conformance with viewer's preferences as 
well as based on receiver capabilities. 

Regarding Claim 2, the modified system comprises a method as stated above 
in Claim 1, wherein the set top box is operable to update content (see Picco: Col. 7, 
Lines 35-4!) by storing selected local content as stated above, including overwriting 
or removing selected content (see Picco: Col. 10, Line 62- Col. 11, Line 1). This 
reads on the claimed combining the advertising listing with subset with advertising 
available on the receiver. 

Regarding Claim 3, the modified system comprises a method as stated above 
in Claim 1 , wherein collecting information includes monitoring the activities of the 
user of the receiver (see Picco: Co1 .11, Lines 9-1 3). 

Regarding Claim 4, the modified system comprises a method as stated above 
in Claim 3, wherein collecting information includes accumulating the collected data 
(see Picco: Col 11, Lines 9-13). This accumulation of user data reads on the 
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claimed developing a database of information about activities undertaken by the 
user of the receiver. 

Regarding Claim 5, the modified system wherein advertisements are stored in 
a remote database and a subset of these ads are downloaded to user terminals for 
selective storage based on user profile information as stated above. This reads on 
the claimed selecting advertisements stored on the remote processor-based system 
(ads from the head-end's database) based on information about the user of the 
receiver (user profile). Khoo further discloses the step of receiving the subset listing 
of advertising resources from a database of advertising resources. See Khoo: 
[0031]. 

Regarding Claim 6, the modified system comprises discloses a method as 
stated above in Claim 5, wherein advertisements available on the remote processor 
based system are downloaded to the terminals for storage as stated above. This 
reads on the claimed capturing of advertisements available on the remote 
processor-based system. It is inherent that the user's terminal must in some way 
catalog the data it has stored order to manage and retrieve the data (See Picco: Col. 
10, Lines 62-67). This reads on the claimed compiling a local electronic guide 
(catalog of files) to advertising resources by accessing (receiving and storing) 
advertisements available on the remote processor-based system (head-end 
database of advertisements). 

Regarding Claim 7, the modified system comprises a method as stated above 
in Claim 1 , wherein the advertising has associated an associated content profile, 
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which is compared to the user's profile for storage and playback (see Picco: Col. 7, 
Line 55 - Col. 8, Line 22). This reads on the claimed determining a characteristic of 
advertising and comparing it to information about the use of the receiver. 

Regarding Claim 8, Picco discloses a method as stated above in Claim 1 , 
wherein a user is operable to select television signals from satellite broadcasting for 
watching (Col. 5, Lines 10-16). The watching of satellite television signal reads on 
the claimed enabling a variety of content to be selected for play at any time. Khoo 
further discloses the step of storing a variety of content media on the content 
receiver to select for play at any time. 

Regarding Claims 9 and 10, Picco discloses a method as stated above in 
Claim 1, wherein content has an expiration date (Co1. 6, Lines 61-67) and a 
maximum number of times it may be viewed (Co1 . 7, Lines 1-2). This reads on the 
claimed controlling the number of times a user may access (i.e. view) the content 
that is stored on the receiver. 

Regarding Claim 11, see Claim 1 above. 

Regarding Claims 12-19, see Claims 8, 3-7 and 9-10 respectively. 

Regarding Claim 20, Picco discloses an article as stated above in Claim 11, 
further storing instructions that enable to receiver to catalog the advertisements it 
has stored as stated above. This reads on the claimed automatically compiling a 
receiver- based database of advertising. 
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Regarding Claim 21, see Claim 1 above. It is inherent that such a computer- 
based terminal must nm programming in order to function. This reads on the claimed 
shell. 

Regarding Claim 22, Picco discloses a method as stated above in Claim 21, 
wherein the system is a television receiver (Col 5, Lines 12-16). 

Regarding Claims 23-28, see Claims 9-10, 8, 3-4 and 6 above, respectively. 
Regarding Claim 30, see Claim 6 above. 
Regarding Claim 31, see Claim 28 above. 

Regarding Claim 32, see Claim 28 above. Further, it is implicit that such 
television-based advertising must be in one or more known languages. This reads 
on the claimed advertisements specialized for a particular language. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Eldering et al. (US Pat. 7,039,932) discloses the step of blank 
screen avails to indicate the placement of advertisements or any other substituting 
content. See column 7, lines 36-41. 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
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filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usha Raman whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7380. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-7331 . The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 
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